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ELECTION 2020 
BALTIMORE MAYOR 


Ballot 
mishaps 
create 
concern 


But election officials 
say they are ready 
for Tuesday primary 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
AND EMILY OPILO 


Louise Keelty begged elections offi- 
cials for months to send her a ballot so 
she could vote in the Baltimore mayor’s 
race — just as she has in every election 
since the 1970s. When they finally 
responded, there was a problem: The 
North Baltimore lawyer received two 
ballots, instead of one. 

KC. Kelleher still hasn’t received her 
ballot, despite repeated requests. The 
City Hall staffer, who has steadfastly 
been avoiding public gatherings, will 
likely have to don a mask and risk a trip 
to the polls. 

City Councilman Kris Burnett says his 
office has been inundated with com- 
plaints from such frustrated voters: 
people who have received too many 
ballots at their households, raising fears 
of fraud, or none at all, prompting 
concerns about disenfranchisement. 

“Voters have expressed a tremendous 
amount of frustration about how this is 
going so far? the Democrat says. “I am 
very nervous about the outcome of the 
June 2 election.” 

Four years ago, Baltimore’s mayoral 
primary was so beset with problems — 
including nearly 1,200 more votes cast 
than voters who checked in at the polls 
— that state officials were forced to take 
the unusual step of decertifying the 
results. It cast the outcome of aclose race 
See RACE, page 16 
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JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN 


Hourslong demonstrations expressing frustration about George Floyd’s death led protesters to Baltimore’s City Hall on Saturday night. 


HUNDREDS IN CITY 
PROTEST POLICE 


Anger and frustration growing in demonstrations across the country 


By JEFF BARKER, PAMELA WooD 
AND NATHAN RUIZ 


Hundreds of demonstrators, chanting 
and holding signs, drove and marched 
through Baltimore streets Saturday to call 
attention to the killing of a Minnesota man 
at the hands of police, as city leaders urged 
the protesters to remain peaceful while 
acknowledging their frustration and pain. 

Yet the afternoon and early evening of 
peaceful protest turned tense around 9:30 
p.m. in front of City Hall as some protesters 
threw water bottles and vandalized a 
police van even as others urged them to 
stop. Crowd members chanted “Hands up! 
Don’t shoot!” and police in riot gear with 
shields moved the protesters back. 

Some protesters pushed up against the 
metal barriers, yelling at the police officers. 
Officers were not responding. 

“We got kids out here? City Council 
President Brandon Scott said from the 
scene. “No grown person should put a kid 
at risk because they’re throwing a bottle” 

With protesters still outside City Hall as 
midnight approached, tactical officers 
guarded a convenience store in the 200 
block of E. Baltimore St. that had been 
See PROTEST, page 6 


EVAN VUCCI/AP 
Demonstrators clash as people gather to protest the death of George Floyd on Saturday 
near the White House in Washington. 


E Cities brace for increasing unrest: Protesters set police cars ablaze, smashed 
businesses’ windows and skirmished with baton-wielding officers from Atlanta to 
Los Angeles, as anger over George Floyd’s death spread across the country. NEWS PG 6 


KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Baltimore City College seniors Daniel Futrell and Jayla Pittman had looked forward to a 
graduation ceremony at the Meyerhoff. 


CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


For high school seniors: lost proms, 
virtual graduations, abrupt goodbyes 


Pandemic robs them of 
enduring rituals, traditions 


By HALLIE MILLER 


It’s another cloudy day in May, and 
Madeline Haynes is scrolling through the 
TikTok app on her cellphone. Best friends 
Jayla Pittman and Daniel Futrell are Fac- 
eTiming, catching up on the last few hours 
spent apart. Mikyle Gregory is still sleeping. 

These high school seniors, spread out 
across Maryland, haven’t seen the inside ofa 
school building in about two months. Each 
has handled the abrupt end of senior year 
with a range of emotions and angst. One 


thing they all agree on: The coronavirus 
pandemic cut short the climax of their high 
school stories. 

Like a book with the final chapter ripped 
out, they feel incomplete, cheated out of 
something great. Their new reality has left 
them straddling planes of uncertainty and 
grief, battling thoughts about what might 
have been — and fretting over what’s next. 

For right now, they are among the 
Maryland high school seniors who still have 
college ahead of them. They fiercely cling to 
the prospect, wearing their new college 
T-shirts and sweatshirts like badges of 
honor. But what college life will look like 
this fall also remains uncertain, as uni- 
See SENIOR, page 10 
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